Fact Sheet

% of adults

Problem Gambling in Australia

The Productivity Commission report estimated that
2.1% of Australian adults had a problem with their
gambling in 1997-98.

Prevalence of Problem Gambling in Australia
(SOGS)

The South Oaks Gambling Screen (SOGS) was
developed in 1987. The prime focus of this
measurement is on the financial aspects of gambling,
whether gamblers have difficultly controlling their
gambling and feelings of guilt.

Productivity = Commission report conducted a
nationwide survey of problem gambling prevalence in
1997-98 using SOGS.

Productivity = Commission estimate of the
proportion of problem gamblers (SOGS) in
Australia by state/territory (1997-98)*
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Note: The prevalence result for problem gambling in
South Australia was relatively high compared to other
states, probably reflecting a sampling error.

Other SOGS results around Australia (2000-2006)
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Prevalence of Problem Gambling in Australia
(CPGI)

The Canadian Problem Gambling Index (CPGI) was
developed to measure the extent of problem gambling
in general population surveys and makes a distinction
between non-problem gambling, those at risk of
developing serious problems, those with moderate
gambling problems and those with severe problems.’

Recent problem gambling in Australia (CPGI)

Jurisdiction Year Prevalence
NSW 2006 0.80
VIC 2003 0.97
QLD 2006-07"° 0.47
2003-04"* 0.55

SA 2005 1.20
WA - -
TAS 2007"° 0.54
2005 0.73

ACT - -
NT 2006 0.64

Jurisdiction Year Prevalence
NSW - -
VIC 20032 1.12
QLD - -
SA 2001° 2.00

2005* 1.90
WA - -
TAS 2000° 0.90

2005° 1.41
ACT 2001’ 1.91
NT 2006° 1.06

Results of studies on problem gambling prevalence
in Australia using CPGI
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O ModRisk | 1.6 27 197 18 12 102 086 091

The above graph displays all studies undertaken in
Australia with CPGI by both the problem gambling
(Prob Gamb) and moderate risk (Mod Risk) groups
displayed.
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